
 
 
 

LESSON 5 - Jacob 
If you were with us for the last lesson featuring “Ananias”, I think that we came to an amazing conclusion: 

God was not looking for results/victory ALL AROUND Ananias, BUT RATHER victory/results INSIDE Ananias. 
 

NOW ON TO JACOB. DID HE ACTUALLY TELL GOD, “HERE I AM, LORD”? (Oh brother!??!?) 

In my opinion, Jacob is disqualified from serving God in any way. (Don’t throw this lesson in the trash yet.) 

 

These charts tell us the following things: 

•  Shem, Noah’s son, is an ancestor of Jacob. 

• Shem was born 3120 years before Jacob was. 

• Abraham was Jacob’s grandfather. 

• Isaac was Jacob’s father. 

• Esau was Jacob’s brother. 
 

Does my ancestral background disqualify me? 

1. Jacob’s grandfather probably worshipped idols. (Gen 11:27-28)  __Yes __No 

2. Jacob’s grandfather was a liar. (Gen. 12:13)     __Yes __No 

3. Jacob’s grandfather married a prostitute. (Hez. 4:34)   __Yes __No 

4. Jacob’s grandfather had sex with another woman. (Gen 16:3)  __Yes __No 

5. Jacob’s grandfather laughed at God’s word & plan. (Gen 17:17)  __Yes __No 

6. Jacob’s grandfather was a liar again. (Gen 20:2)    __Yes __No 

7. Jacob’s father was a liar. (Gen 26:7)      __Yes __No 
 

8. Please comment on this statement. You are not fit nor worthy to be loved by God or used 

by God when your ancestry is full of screwed-up people. __________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

9. Gideon thought the same thing. What did he say to God? (Judges 6:15) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Does the family I raised disqualify me? 
Gen 29:31-35  Leah conceived, bore a son, and named him Reuben,[a] because she was saying, “The LORD had looked on my torture, so 

now my husband will love me.  Later, she conceived again, bore a son, and declared, “Because the LORD heard that I’m neglected, he gave 

me this one, too.” So she named him Simeon. Later, she conceived again and said, “This time my husband will become attached to me, now 

that I’ve borne him three sons.” So he named him Levi. Then she conceived yet again, bore a son, and said, “This time I’ll praise 

the LORD.” So she named him Judah. Then she stopped bearing children. 

 

10. Jacob’s family was not happy. Why did Leah, his wife, want children in the first place? 

a. _________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________ 

c. _________________________________________________________________ 

d. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Picture @ Walking the Berean Road 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+29%3A32-30%3A24&version=ISV#fen-ISV-828a


11. __Yes __No  Are these good reasons to have children? 

Gen 30:1-7  Rachel noticed that she was not bearing children for Jacob, so because she envied her sister Leah, she told Jacob, “If you 

don’t give me sons, I’m going to die!” That made Jacob angry with Rachel, so he asked her, “Can I take God’s place, who has not allowed you to 

conceive? Rachel responded, “Here’s my handmaid Bilhah. Go have sex with her. She can bear children on my knees so I can have children through 

her.” So Rachel gave Jacob her woman servant Bilhah to be his wife, and Jacob had sex with her. Bilhah conceived and bore a son for Jacob. Then 

Rachel said, “God has vindicated me! He has heard my voice and has given me a son.” Therefore, she named him Dan.  Rachel’s servant conceived 

again and bore a second son for Jacob, 8 so Rachel said, “I’ve been through a mighty struggle with my sister and won.” She named him Naphtali. 

12. What were Jacob & Rachel arguing about in these verses? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

A FEW OBSERVATIONS 

• The wives were competing with each other as to how to please their husband, Jacob, by having 

more children. 

• The reasons for having the children revealed deep sadness in the lives of these women. 

• The dysfunction of this family continued and some of the sons made very poor choices. 

13. You might be facing heartbreak right now with the behavior & bad choices of a child. You 

might even be blaming yourself for your bad choices, or for not being at home. 

a. __Yes __No  Have you thought that it is too late to fix it? 

b. __Yes __No  Do you blame yourself? 

c. __Yes __No  Are you blaming the mother of the children? 

d. __Yes __No  Do you sometimes think that since you have been a failure with 

your kids, you will be a failure with everything? 

I remember a time of bad behavior with anger with my family. I apologized to them all but 

I could not forgive myself. I was active in my church at the time. When asked to give a 

talk in church one Sunday, I had to make a choice to teach as though nothing was wrong 

and be a complete hypocrite, or start my teaching by confessing my issues. I chose the 

second option, and the class was a wonderful time of vulnerability for all. Other times, I 

chickened out & declined the assignment. 

14. Which choice would God prefer for me? _____________________________________ 

Jacob was Abraham’s grandson; Abraham was chosen to leave the sinful life of Ur and go to Israel to follow 

God with a life of righteous, and to share that with the whole world. Jacob was born into the middle of God’s 

plan. We all are. We have no choice; it’s either run from God forever, or say, “Here I am, Lord.” 

15. Look up Genesis 32:1-21. Who was Jacob about ready to meet with? _________________ 
They had not seen each other or spoken to each other for 21 years. 

Jacob had been running from everybody his whole life. 

16. Look up Genesis 32:22-32. Who did Jacob struggle with before his big meeting? _______ 
Jacob was tired of running; he wanted his life to change from fear to blessing. 

17. In Genesis 33:3, Jacob stepped out in front of his whole clan to meet the brother he had 

cheated. He was ready to admit his failures. He said, “Here I am, Lord. Use me.” 

Have you done this? Explain. ______________________________________________ 
18. _Y_N Was Jacob disqualified from stepping up and serving God? 


